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The Big Picture: Both measures define and assess quality in programs serving school-age children; they just
look at it from different perspectives. The School-Age Environment Rating Scale Updated Edition (SACERS-U)
considers multiple aspects of the environment, including space and furnishings, health and safety, activities,
interactions, program structure, and daily routines. The School-Age Program Quality Assessment with
Supplemental Scales (SAPQA) prioritizes staff-led practices, focusing on interactions that promote
engagement, positive relationships, participation, and leadership opportunities.
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SpeC|f|c reqU|rements leadership, reflection, and skill-

VS. building.
Broad practices

Uses detailed indicators that define
specific environmental features,
materials, and program practices.

Focused on how quality is

More specific requirements. demonstrated through practice.

Helpful tip: Want more information?
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Download the SAPQA with Supplemental Scales =2 Explore NCRLAP's webpage dedicated to
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